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1. Communication Plan

1.1. Background

Phragmites (Phragmites australis (Cav.) Trin. Ex Steud) has been described as

Canadads worst invasive plant. 1t is a perenn
wetlands in Ontario. Phragmites invasion and subsequent rapid expansion has been

documented as contributing to the declineofatl east 25% of Ontariods s
Studies on the control of Phragmites conducted in Ontario and the United States,

suggest that the most effective control methods include a combination of herbicide

application and mechanical control (cutting/rolling and prescribed burning). As such,

the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, the Ministry of Environment,

Conservation and Parks, Environment and Climate Change Canada - Canadian Wildlife
Service and the Nature Consdrwanmmqy wofl | Choradasi
combined methods to control/eradicate Phragmites within the Long Point Region.

To address the continued and exponential growth of Phragmites in the Long Point

Region, the Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry initiated a project in March 2015

to compile an application for an Emergency Re
Management Regulatory Agency.

Il n June 2015, a presentation was given at the
Annual General Meeting to advise members of the public about the ER application.
Subsequent to that meeting the Long Point Rat
event in support of Phragmites control efforts in the Long Point Crown Marsh. An

additional community information session was held in July 2015, organized by the Long

Point Phragmites Action Alliance to share information on the impacts of Phragmites,

future control plans and opportunities for the public to become engaged. Overwhelming

support for the project was received at all of these events.

Following the public information sessions, the ministry issued a Class Environmental
Assessment for Resource Stewardship and Facility Development, which included a
public review period (July-August 2015). The Class Environmental Assessment
identified the herbicide application project plan T notification of this review was posted in
16 prominent locations in Long Point and Port Rowan communities. During this period,
no comments were received.



The ministry submitted the application for an Emergency Registration in January 2016.
This request for an Emergency Registration for the Long Point Region was based on
the observed exponential growth of Phragmites in these coastal marshes. Local
biologists and scientists advised that the health of these coastal marshes was at a
critical tipping point. If immediate action was not taken, the provincial, national and
globally significant natural heritage values (for example: species at risk and habitats) for
which these areas are recognized may be permanently lost.

The Emergency Registration application included aerial and ground application of an
herbicide (active ingredient glyphosate) to control Phragmites in shoreline and wetland
areas as a pilot project at three areas: 1) the Long Point Crown Marsh; 2) the tip of Long
Point; and 3) the Long Point Company private marsh.

The Emergency Registration application was
Management Regulatory Agency in June 2016.

In 2017, a subsequent application was made to PMRA for an ER and approved again

for the Long Point Region. In 2017, additional areas were targeted in Turkey Point and
the Lower Big Creek Watershed to further control Phragmites in shoreline and wetland
areas of the Long Point Bay region.

A Revised Notice of Completion for a Category B Class Environmental Assessment was
posted on July 3rd, 2017 to address the project expansion areas and allowed for the
opportunity for public review for a minimum of 30 days. On January 5, 2018, the public
notice period closed for the proposal to control Phragmites and Turkey Point Provincial
Park as part of requirements under the Class Environmental Assessment for Provincial
Parks and Conservation Reserves.

In 2018 and 2019, subsequent applications were made to PMRA for an ER and
approved in the Long Point Region. Some additional areas were targeted in the Big
Creek Watershed during this time along with retreatment of several areas on Crown
properties.

In 2020, Environment and Climate Change Canada - Canadian Wildlife Service jointly
sponsored the ER application to PMRA with the Ministry of Natural Resources and
Forestry to enable work to be undertaken at the Big Creek and Long Point National
Wildlife Areas. The conservation action plan for the Long Point Walsingham Forest
Priority Place and the Big Creek and Long Point National Wildlife Area management
plans evaluate the major threats to the biological integrity of the areas, which includes

ap



the impact of non-native Phragmites. All three plans have a goal to manage 90% of the
Phragmites within the NWAs by 2025, which includes management using herbicides.

1.2. Meeting with the Haldimantlorfolk Health Unit

The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry, Environment and Climate Change
Canada - Canadian Wildlife Service, Nature Conservancy of Canada and the Ministry of
Environment and Conservation and Parks met with the Haldimand-Norfolk Health Unit
regarding project details and the Notification Plan found below. The Haldimand-Norfolk
Health Unit will be notified 48 hours prior to project commencement and will be provided
with key messages to support any inquiries they may receive.

1.3. Public Information Saes

A virtual public information session, led by the Long Point Phragmites Action Alliance,
will be held in the Long Point Area on July 30, 2020 to provide updated information on
the herbicide application project to local residents. The Project Team will be presenting
information regarding 2020 project plans and be available to answer questions including
specific requirements for landowners and anticipated treatment timing windows.

2. Notification Plan

2.1. Introduction

This pesticide use notification plan has been prepared in accordance with the
requirements of the Ontario Pesticides Act, 1990.

The purpose of this plan is to meet the publi
applications made to outdoor public places that are owned or controlled by public

authorities. The plan allows members of the public to take action to avoid potential

contact with herbicides, if they wish. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Forestry

(‘the ministry"), Ministry of Environment, Conservation and Parks, Environment and

Climate Change Canada - Canadian Wildlife Service, and the Nature Conservancy of

Canada (fAithe Project Teamo) will ensure that
safe, responsible manner, minimizing harm to the community and the environment.

This plan sets out how the Project Team will notify members of the public of herbicide
applications made for the purpose of controlling Phragmites in aquatic areas in the Long
Point Crown Marsh, Long Point Provincial Park, Long Point National Wildlife Area, Big
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Creek National Wildlife Area and the Thoroughfare Unit and the tip of Long Point
between August 15th and October 31, 2020.

The plan describes:

1 What places are covered by the plan;

1 How and when the Project Team will provide the public and other stakeholders
with information about the herbicide application (what notification arrangements
will be used);

1 How the public and other stakeholders can access this plan and get more
information about the Project Teamods

1 Contact details for anyone wishing to discuss this plan or the overall project with
the Project Team.

The Project Team will be using a herbicide with glyphosate as the active ingredient to
control Phragmites at locations within the Long Point Region (includes Turkey Point,
Long Point Crown Marsh, Long Point Provincial Park, the tip of Long Point and the Long
Point and Big Creek National Wildlife Areas and the Thoroughfare Unit).

In 2020, the Project Team will be applying the majority of herbicide within the more
remote marsh habitats using a variety of methods which may include helicopter, boat
and ground application methods. It is anticipated that ground application will be initiated
as early as August 15th, using a variety of specially adapted equipment as well as
people on foot with backpack sprayers. Aerial application by helicopter is planned at the
National Wildlife Areas to occur in September through early October.

Further information on the project and herbicide use can be obtained by visiting the
Long Point Phragmites Action Alliance at longpointphragmites.ca. Specific questions
regarding the project can be directed to:

Project Supervisor 1 Ground Herbicide Application, at the Nature Conservancy of
Canada, 226-231-8213, or by email at eric.cleland@natureconservancy.ca

Project Supervisor i Aerial Herbicide Application at Environment and Climate
Change Canada -Canadian Wildlife Service, 416-937-7664, or by email at
heather.braun@canada.ca

2.2. Places Covered by Noaotification Plan

Long Point

not i f



Work related to the 2020 Emergency Registration project for control of Phragmites in
the Long Point Region will be occurring within Long Point Provincial Park, and the
regulated Crown Land boundary with the appropriate buffers to adjacent property as
outlined in the herbicide label. A total of up to 50 hectares have been allocated for new
areas to be treated by aquatic herbicide application by ground methods at Long Point
Provincial Park (and small component of Crown Marsh) (Figure 1). This new treatment
area is further than 800m from any potential surface water intake. In addition, there will
be some re-treatment conducted at Crown Marsh, which will consist of a very low
volume of herbicide allocated for spot re-treatments and very small patches of
Phragmites. Signs will be posted at common access points and boat launches to notify
boaters, paddlers, and waterfowl hunters of the treatment.

Additional ground retreatment will occur as required at Long Point Tip, at Long Point
National Wildlife Area, and private lands implemented by the Nature Conservancy of
Canada (Figures 2, 3,4 and 5).

2020 Phragmites Project Surface Water Monitoring Locations Ontario @
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will be resurveyed for phragmites and
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sees fit
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Figure 1. Phragmites treatment and potential re-treatment sites at Long Point Crown
Marsh and Long Point Provincial Park, to occur from September 8 to October 31, 2020.



PHRAGMITES AUSTRALIS,
RE-TREATMENT,

LONG POINT

[] Re-Treatment Properties

Figure 2: Potential ground re-treatment sites at non-federal properties within the Long
Point peninsula, to occur between August 15th and Oct 315, 2020.
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Figure 3: Potential treatment sites at the Thoroughfare Unit of the Long Point National
Wildlife Area, to occur between August 15 and October 31, 2020.

| 8




. > l Govwrmedt  Gouverne=wot |

of Canada du Canada
Phragmites
in Treatment Area
(2017)
Long Point NWA -
Long Pond Treatment Area

Legend

D Troetmact Asea
[ﬂ NWA Boundaary
[ prvagmies 2017

B 3008 M Miapunty (e oot o0 Sghe o Comna
e Ao © 208 of e Oriewr s Siniee
A7 Crtres AL Rgrts Bomarvd

UTM Zone 17N

Nortn American Datum 1683
0o o "
[ m— |

Vet

Figure 4: Potentialre-t r e at me nt

S i

tes

at

the Long

Area on the Tip of Long Point, to occur between August 15 and October 31, 2020

Poi

nt

N



' * Government  Gouvernement
of Canada du Canada

Phragmites
in Treatment Area
(2018)

i Long Point NWA Treatment Area|
|

Legend
|:] Treatment Area

E NWA Boundary
h;‘j Phragmites 2018

UTM Zone 17N
North American Datum 1983
100 0 100

Metres

© 2018. Her Majosty the Queen in Right of Canada
Includes Materlal © 2018 of the Queen’s Printer
for Ontario. All Rights Reserved

Figure 5: Potentialre-t r eat ment sites at the Long Point
Area on the Tip of Long Point, to occur between August 15 and October 31, 2020

Turkey Point

There is up to a maximum of 20ha hectares being retreated in this area, and likely much
less. There is no public access to any of the sites planned for treatment at Turkey Point
in 2020. The project should not affect any residents or businesses in the Turkey Point
community. However, signs will be posted at nearby boat-launches and common points
of access to Turkey Point.
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PHRAGMITES AUSTRALIS,
RE-TREATMENT,
TURKEY POINT

E Re-Treatment Properties
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Figure 6: Potential re-treatment sites of Phragmites in the Turkey Point area, to occur
between August 15" and October 31st, 2020.

Lower Big Creek

In the Lower Big Creek area, signs will be posted at common access points and boat
launches to notify boaters, paddlers, and waterfowl hunters of the treatment. See below
for a map of treatment sites in this area.

|11



Figure 7: Potential re-treatment and new treatment sites in the Lower Big Creek area, to
occur between August 15 and October 315, 2020.
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